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THIS  SUNDAY  AT  SPIRIT  OF  HOPE:
WORSHIP  @ 9:30  AM

Wednesday, June 29, 2022

Livestream Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bikmC8Ehhw

Check out our website for resources:
www.spiritofhopelcmc.org

This Sunday, Pastor Wendy will be preaching on "Finding Hope

Through Confession and Forgiveness". Our texts are Jeremiah

3:6-18, Psalm 32, and Luke 6:37-42. Our focus will be on the

freedom found in Jesus Christ. We will also be acknowledging

the birthday of our country and the freedom we celebrate,

including the freedom to worship, both of which are gifts from

God. Worship begins at 9:30 am. Please join us for fellowship

following the service!

Daily Bible Reading
Wednesday, 6/29:           Jeremiah 25

Thursday, 6/30:              Jeremiah 26

Friday, 7/1:                       Jeremiah 27

Saturday, 7/2:                Jeremiah 28

Sunday, 7/3:                    Jeremiah 29

Monday, 7/4:                   Jeremiah 30

Tuesday, 7/5:                  Jeremiah 31

Prayer Requests - If you have a

prayer request, please contact

Pastor Wendy @ 303-841-3553 or

wendy.poch@spiritofhopelcmc.org
 

Please include the following people 

and situations in your prayers: 
For our deeply divided nation.

For Joy as she grieves the death of her grandmother.

For Richard who is dealing with severe back pain.

For the protection of our Supreme Court Justices.

For Devin who is recovering from surgery.

For Jorge who is suffering from severe burns.

For Pr. Dave as he recovers from shoulder surgery.

For Krista and her loved ones as she deals with a 

     terminal diagnosis.

For the situation in Ukraine.

For all of our military fighting for our freedoms.

For Sara as she battles cancer.

For Janie as she battles cancer.

For those who are first responders to all emergencies: 

      fire fighters, paramedics, EMTs and law enforcement.

For all local, state, and federal leaders that they would 

      hear God’s voice and lead with His wisdom.

For our Christian brothers and sisters all over the world 

      who suffer persecution to be protected, comforted 

      and strengthened. 

For missionaries around the world.

Spirit of Hope mission partners: Lutheran Congregations 

      in Mission for Christ, SECORCares, Mean Street 

      Ministry, Alternatives Pregnancy Center, The 

      Institute of Lutheran Theology, LCMC Disaster Relief, 

      Lutheran Military Veterans and Families Ministries, 

      Tartu Academy of Theology, Marion Medical Mission.

For Spirit of Hope mission allies: Apache Youth 

      Ministries, Compassion International, 

      SONetwork, Operation Christmas Child/Samaritan’s 

      Purse, Stephen Ministry.  

NEW: OFFICE HOURS

BY APPOINTMENT
In an effort to be good stewards of our time and resources, church office hours will

now be by appointment. We are making this change to be good stewards of utility

dollars by not cooling the church building every day. Additionally, we are doing

some HVAC work that has most A/C units unavailable for the foreseeable future.

What's more, with the increasing cost of gas combined with the fact that many

days, no one else comes to the church building during office hours, it simply makes

sense for Pastor Wendy to work from home when she doesn't have meetings or

pastoral care appointments. While Pastor Wendy will still be at the office several

times a week (at least!), and while all regular programming will continue as

scheduled, if you would like to visit with her, please call, text, or email her first to

ensure she will be present as she could be attending to pastoral care needs at

hospitals, in people's homes, etc. Please know that she is available every day,

except Mondays, which is her Sabbath Day, and that she is very eager to be there

for you any time you need her!

mailto:wendy.poch@spiritofhopelcmc.org


In Jeremiah 1:5 God tells Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you. Before you were born, I set you apart…”. 

This means that before Jeremiah ever knew God, God knew Jeremiah. It also means that before you ever knew God, God knew you. Before the foundations of

the world were laid, Jeremiah was set apart to be with God and to love and serve God. The same is also true for you.

God’s purposes for you go back before your birth, before you were conceived, and before the world was created. Long before you thought God was important,

God thought you were important. Long before you ever heard the name of Jesus Christ, Christ had already committed to dying for you so that you could live a

life truly worth living – a life lived in hope.

On Friday, in one of the most historic rulings of the last fifty years, the United States Supreme Court overturned Roe vs Wade. This is a giant step toward

protecting life, particularly the life of the unborn. It is a giant step toward honoring the fact that God knows and has a purpose for each and every human

being – a purpose formed before the creation of the world.

However, to be clear, the overturning of Roe vs Wade does not make abortion illegal. It simply puts the authority to ban, regulate, or promote abortion into

the hands of each state. This will both change and charge the political landscape of the United States. Our deeply divided nation will now be more divided

than at any point in recent history.

So, what does this mean for us as Christian members of our society? What do we do and how are we supposed to act in light of such a ruling?

First, we need to humble ourselves and pray. This is not the time for gloating. We are not called to create or exacerbate division. Our social media posts

should not be “in your face”. Instead, in our prayers, we can ask God to show us how to be a part of the solution, part of the healing our nation so desperately

needs, healing that can only be found through the love of Jesus Christ. The reality is that Jesus died for us all – he died for those who are feeling challenged

and hopeless because they are faced with an unexpected pregnancy. He died for the unwed mother, many of whom are now more scared than ever. He died

for the father who may not have any say in whether his child will be given life. He died for those who have nowhere to turn. He died for those who feel like

abortion is the only option. He died for those who are grieving the abortions they have had. The list goes on. First and foremost, we should be praying and

lifting all these and more up before the Throne of Grace of our Lord and Savior.

Second, we need to find ways to truly support life. It is not enough to say that we support life. We need to put our money where our mouths are and actually

support life. This means reaching out and supporting those who are faced with unexpected pregnancies, helping them to see life as a viable option. And that

means we need to be there for women (and men!) who have decided to keep pregnancies viable. We need to be willing to walk alongside them and help them

to prepare for their future. This means we as individuals and in our churches, need to love and support unwed mothers and fathers both during their

pregnancy and especially after their child has been born. These young families, whether traditional families or not, need spiritual support, financial support,

and physical support. They need to know that someone is willing and eager to walk alongside them throughout their journey. We, as the Church, should be

leading the way in this arena. People need to know that we will be there for them for the long haul. They need to know that if they choose life, we will continue

to support them in that choice. If more people believed this to be true, perhaps more people would choose life.

Third, we need to offer such support in a way that shows the unconditional love of Christ. Love is not love if there are stings attached. Love is not love if it is

only given to those who love us. To love as Jesus loves is to live and serve with agape love, the sacrificial love that is given freely while expecting nothing in

return. To truly support life, then, means that we are to love and support those facing unexpected pregnancies regardless of their faith affiliations or lack

thereof, regardless of their past experiences, regardless of how they see their future. Protecting life can have no qualifiers. Jesus died for the pre-born child

and we are called to be Christ’s hands and feet in this world for everyone, not just those who look like, think like, or believe like us.

So, while this ruling was a historic one, the real work for the Church is just beginning – the work to actually love and support those who may not see life as an

option and the work of loving and supporting those who will choose life. If we truly believe God’s Word in Jeremiah 1:5, “Before I formed you in the womb, I

knew you. Before you were born, I set you apart…” then we will recognize that God called us to be His Church for such a time as this – to love and support

those whom God has lovingly created and set apart. May we truly glorify God in word and deed as we all move forward into this new future into which He has

called us.

Roe vs Wade 

Has Been

Overturned: 

Now What?
 

From our pastor's blog:

www.lutheranlenses.com
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Holy Baptism Continued...

"What Benefits Does Baptism Give?"
"It works the forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to

all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare..."

"Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you." (1 Peter 3:21)

"To correct this wickedness, God has devised the plan of making our flesh altogether new, even

as Jeremiah (18:4-6) shows. For the potter, when the vessel 'was spoiled in his hand', thrust it

again into the lump of clay and kneaded it, and afterward made another vessel, as seemed good

to him. 'So', says God, 'are you in my hands'. In the first birth we are spoiled; therefore he

thrusts us into the earth again by death, and makes us over at the Last Day, that we may be

perfect and without sin.

"This plan, as has been said, begins in baptism, which signifies death and the resurrection at the

Last Day. Therefore so far as the sign of the sacrament and its significance are concerned, sins

and the man are both already dead, and he has risen again; and so the sacrament has taken

place. But the work of the sacrament has not yet been fully done, which is to say that death and

the resurrection at the Last Day are still before us." (AE 35:32).

 
FROM THE LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS

           

Church Calendar
Friday, July 1st:            9:00 am    Coffee w/the Pastor

Sunday, July 3rd:         9:30 am    Worship

Monday, July 4th:      12:00 pm    AA

Tuesday, July 5th:     12:00 pm    Digging Deeper

                                             2:00 pm    Stephen Ministry

Weds., July 6th:            7:00 am    Men's Prayer Breakfast

A Change in 

Mission Partners
Effective July 1, 2022, The Institute of Lutheran

Theology will be moving from a mission ally to a

mission partner and Apache Youth Ministries will be

moving from a mission partner to a mission ally. A

mission partner receives a regular portion of our

benevolence funds each quarter. We will continue

to pray for and support both organizations in

various ways. Please see Pastor Wendy if you would

like more information as to why the Church Board

has authorized this change.

PW here! Teaching the youngest members of our church
family this past year has been a great delight and has
brought me tremendous joy! I am now looking for two
people who can help lead our elementary Sunday School
class for the upcoming school year. We have a fun
curriculum that follows our Sunday texts and I will walk
alongside you to ensure you have everything you need. If
you are willing to help (you would have a partner) either for
the school year or for a six-eight week period (which will
enable me to help teach the adult class on occasion), I
would love to meet with you to tell you more about this
opportunity. If you're willing to experience the joy of
looking at God and His Word through the eyes of fresh faith,
I know you will be greatly blessed! Would you prayerfully
consider this opportunity? See me for more info!
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June Anniversaries

6/5   Carl & Marie Winkelman
6/8   Bob Clark & Sherry Helmeke 
6/11 Pastor Wendy and Glenn Poch
6/18 Larry and Karen Jordahl
6/18 Timothy and Tiffany (Poch) Howey
6/26 Bryan and Janie Sapen

July Anniversaries
7/7    Steve & Sara Gutknecht
7/16  Jim & DeDe Elliott
7/18  Brad & Andrea Hoyt
7/25  Byron and Courtney (Giles) Irish

June Birthdays

6/1   Thaddeus Cummins
6/2   Christian Ramirez
6/4   Tiffany Poch
6/7   Kandy Parsons
6/13 Glenn Poch
6/15 Faith Giles
6/22 Ken Carpenter
6/26 Sheri Giles
6/28 Paul Reinicke
6/28 Hope Bradshaw
6/29 Ryan Hanson
6/30 Josie Hanson

July Birthdays
 

7/6    Polly Gates
7/11  Jim Elliott
7/14  Harry Kottcamp
7/16  Kendall Hanson
7/23  Bob Clark
7/23  Nancy Lehnerz
7/29  Laura Grant June Income (to date) = $33,703

General Fund Offerings = $16,515

         Debt Reduction Offerings = $1,900

         Dedicated Offerings = $187

         Other Income = $14,900*

June Expenses = $26,894**

Checking Accounts Balance = $23,717

Debt Reduction Account Balance = $39,213

 Money Market Account Balance = $136,513

*Payment from Douglas County for road

widening project.

**Includes $18,030 collected in May for TAT 

Financial Update 



Vol. 22/6.5 Newsletter

Coming Up This Summer...
Sundays, July 17th 

& July 24th

11:00 - 1:30 pm

Christian 

Decision Making 

at the End of Life

The objective of this class is to provide

assistance to people as they work through

end-of-life decisions. We will consider how

medicine and bioethics works through these

questions. The desire is to not give specific

answers to specific questions because these

will always be changing as medical treatments

change. Instead, the plan is to provide a

framework and resources to help with the

decisions that need to be made.

Martin Luther said, “We should familiarize

ourselves with death during our lifetime,

inviting death into our presence when it is still

at a distance and not on the move. At the time

of dying, however, this is hazardous and

useless, for then death looms large of its own

accord. In that hour we must put the thought

of death out of mind and refuse to see it, as

we shall hear. The power and might of death

are rooted in the fearfulness of our nature and

in our untimely and undue viewing and

contemplating of it.” 

In our first session, we will discuss bioethics as

it relates to potential end-of-life scenarios.

We will examine such "cases" through a

Biblical lens. In our second session, we will

discuss end-of-life planning and also discuss

things such as funeral planning, burial vs

cremation, and more. Pastor Wendy is willing

to schedule a third session and/or individual

sessions for those who would like to continue

these conversations.

Wednesday Nights

7:00 - 8:30 pm

July 20th - August 24th
1. Isn’t the Bible a Myth?

2. How Can You Say There Is Only One Way

to God?

3. What Gives You the Right to Tell Me How

to Live My Life?

4. Why Does God Allow Suffering?

5. Why Is the Church Responsible for So

Much Injustice?

6. How Can God Be Full of Love and Wrath

at the Same Time?

In his New York Times bestselling book The

Reason for God, Timothy Keller established

himself as a modern-day C. S. Lewis who brings

together faith and intellect, theology and

popular culture, modern-day objections and

historic Christian beliefs.

In this study, we will be challenged to wrestle

with our friends and neighbors’ hardest

questions, and to engage those questions in ways

that will spark an honest, enriching, and

humbling dialogue. The videos capture a live and

unscripted conversation between Timothy Keller

and the six panelists discussing their objections

to Christianity. After the weekly video, we will

discuss these issues together in class. This study

will help each of us to  dig deeper into the

objections of the Christian faith and to learn

about both sides of the issues.

Sessions include:

A Prayer for This Week

By Pastor Wendy
 

Father, We come before you humbly on our knees asking you to show us how

to be Your Church. You have called us for such a time as this. You have

called us to be your hands and feet in a world and a nation that  is deeply

divided. Show us how to love people and how to walk alongside people so

that they will choose life - life in all of its stages from pre-born to the most

elderly among us. Show us how to put our faith into action in a way that will

truly glorify you. In your name, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God now

and forever, we pray. Amen.


